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Subject Selection for Further Education and Training (FET)  
 
There are four (4) main different Matric Pass levels: 

• Bachelor’s Degree Pass  
• Diploma Pass 
• Higher Certificate Pass 
• Senior Certificate Pass 

Bachelor’s Degree Pass Level  
A Bachelor’s Degree Pass is the highest Matric pass level you can get. This pass level 
will allow you to further your studies at university, given that you meet all the other 
university entry requirements. In order to obtain this pass, you must have the following 
minimum marks: 

• 40% for your Home Language 
• 50% for four (4) other High Credit Subjects 
• 30% for two (2) other subjects 

Diploma Pass Level 
A Diploma Pass is the second highest Matric pass level. With this pass, you will be able 
to study a Diploma course at a tertiary institution like a college or university of 
technology. In order to obtain this pass, you must have the following minimum marks: 

• 40% for your Home Language 
• 40% for four (4) other High Credit Subjects 
• 30% for two (2) other subjects 

Higher Certificate Pass Level                                                                        
A Higher Certificate Pass is the third Matric pass level. With this pass level, you will be 
able to study a Higher Certificate course at a college of your choosing. In order to 
obtain this pass, you must have the following minimum marks: 

• 40% for your Home Language 
• 40% for two (2) other subjects 
• 30% for three (3) other subjects 

Senior Certificate Pass Level  
This pass level is the minimum requirement for passing your Matric. With this pass, you 
will be able to study any course that requires you to have a Matric Certificate. In order 
to obtain this pass, you must have the following minimum marks: 

• 40% in your Home Language 
• 40% in two (2) other subjects 
• 30% in three (3) other subjects 
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The National Curriculum Statement requires that pupil’s study four core subjects: two 
languages, Mathematics or Mathematical Literacy, and Life Orientation. Pupils then 
choose another three subjects, making a total of seven in all.  
 
Applying this requirement to our subject offering at Acts House of Education, it is 
compulsory for pupils to study English AND one First Additional Language (FAL) AND 
Mathematics or Mathematical Literacy AND Life Orientation. 
 

 
Compulsory 1 

 
English HL               X              

 
 
 

 
              

 
Compulsory 2 
Choose one 

 
Afrikaans FAL 

 
IsiZulu FAL 

 

 
Compulsory 3 
Choose one 

 
Mathematics 

 
Mathematical 
Literacy 

 

 
Compulsory 4 

 
Life Orientation        X 

 

 

 
Elective 1 
Choose one 

 
Physical Sciences 

 
Business Studies 
 

 

 
Elective 2 
Choose one 

 
Accounting 

 
History 
 

 

 
Elective 3 
Choose one 

 
Life Sciences  

 
Economics 
 

 
Tourism  
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